
To arrive is to  
be welcomedWelcome 2018



A warm welcome
We are proud to present our ambitious new plans for the future.  

Plans that will continue to move our exhibition,  
convention and event venue forward. 

Plans that will provide our flexible and dynamic event  
centre with a modern outward appearance and optimise  

all functional operations on the inside.  

Plans that represent a visionary new beginning, which – in the years to come –  
we will consistently build upon in a target-oriented way:

Our exhibition and event centre is expected to set exceptional standards. With its ground- 
breaking architecture as well as through functional capacities that are set up for the future, it 
will be very persuasive. For event managers, exhibitors as well as visitors, it will offer the best 

conditions on a continuous basis and function as a driver for success.

We are glad to take on the next phase of construction with you – our valued  
customers, partners and neighbours – to increase the appeal of our location  

and our event centre: Welcome2018.

Warm regards, 
Sabine Loos

Welcome 2018



Inspiration through  
an attractive  
entrance area
With the new North Entrance of the exhibition center, the  
protected landmark Westfalenhalle with its premium partner  
“Die Continentale” will be provided with a contrasting element  
of urban development that moves the focal point of the  
exhibition venue in Dortmund into the center of attention.

In doing so, the attractive entrance area creates an enhanced 
entrance situation not only through its size, but also through its 
design that facilitates orientation. The generously proportioned 
visitors’ walkway also makes sure that the exhibition and event 
halls can be conveniently reached.

The simple and straightforward architecture puts the focus on 
what is important at events: to facilitate the communication 
among people.



Perfectly merging the future with tradition 
In 2015, we celebrated the 90-year history of Westfalenhallen. Ho-
wever, now we direct our view towards the future. Following our an-
niversary year, we now create a new chapter in the venue‘s history. 

Welcome2018 will motivate existing exhibition organisers to 
commit more strongly to the location as well as win new exhi-
bitions, conventions and events. For in the future, we score 
points with additional benefits on offer. Not only the transparent 
architectural appearance on the outside is convincing, but also 
the intuitive orientation concept on the inside, provided by the 

clear accummulation of existing and new buildings as well as the  
unambiguous guidance in the entrance area.

Additionally, the modern visitor management offers advantages: 
With newest technology, it provides fast and secure visitor admis-
sion. In addition, generously proportioned areas for cloak rooms 
are at disposal as well as extra restrooms, family and first-aid 
rooms. And thanks to modern food and beverage areas, the qua-
lity of the stay is enhanced. In short: We provide a warm welcome 
straight on arrival.

Floor plan

Additional conference rooms for  
accompanying event formats

8.800 m² gross area for  
visitor services 

Outdoor event space on the  
vast trade-fair plaza 

Full service for exhibitors at  
a central location 

Modern press lounge for media 
representatives  

Expanded range of food and 
beverage options 
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Building on sustainability
Acting in an ecological and sustainable way is is one of the  
top priorities in our company:

  Heat-generating plants will save energy while heating the  
new building units 

  Protruding roof constructions as well as printed horizontal  
sun protection will provide shade during hot temperatures  
and will contribute to an optimised indoor climate. 

  Floor-to-ceiling windows provide additional daylight utilisation 
and in the same way the roof is equipped with energy-saving 
LED lighting to be used at night.

  A signage and guidance system replaces for the most part  
energy-intensive large format prints 

  Planned according to 2016 energy-saving regulations, the  
building contributes sustainably and in the long-term to the 
reduction of operational costs, creating a better cost efficiency 
that our customers benefit from as well

Views

C
ur

re
nt

 s
ta

te
 o

f p
la

nn
in

g 
Ja

n.
 2

01
6;

 s
ub

je
ct

 to
 c

ha
ng

e 
w

ith
ou

t n
ot

ic
e



Mastering challenges 
with careful planning
Construction work will be conducted during ongoing operations 
at the venue by. disconnecting the construction site from the 
simultaneous events taking place. Through the use of temporary 
buildings for visitor admission and emergency exiting, we can 
keep the interference with our service portfolio at a minimum. 

Construction time:  about 20 months

Ground-breaking ceremony:  turn of the year 2016/2017

Completion of construction  
and start of operations:   Autumn 2018

Ground-breaking 
ceremony

Completion of  
construction and 
start of operations

2016 2017 2018 2019
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Welcome to the dialogue
The continual dialogue with our customers, partners, neighbours 
and the general public is our top priority:

  On a regular basis, you can we inform about yourself about the 
progress of planning and construction at www.welcome2018.de

  Write to us: Your suggestions, thoughts, criticism or also your 
praise on the construction project will reach us under:  
info@welcome2018.de 

  Accompany our construction project management at the  
construction site on location and get first-hand information on 
everything you want to know about the construction process. 
The first Friday each month at 4 pm at the entrance to  
Westfalenhalle 1. 

  Duration: Approx. 1 1/2 hours. Please wear sturdy footwear.  
Children under 12 years of age as well as dogs are not allowed to 
participate in the construction site visits due to security reasons.

Welcome 2018
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